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Chippewa County Adolescent Sexual Health Report
Sexual Activity
According to the 2001 Minnesota Student Survey, in Chippewa County, 18% of 9th grade females and 22% of 9th grade
males were sexually active; 52% of 12th grade females and 44% of 12th grade males were sexually active.i & ii
Additionally, 36% of sexually active 9th grade females, 60% of 9th grade males, 78% of 12th grade females, and 64% of 12th
grade males reported always using contraception. 36% of sexually active 9th grade females, 26% of 9th grade males, 12% of
12th grade females and 9% of 12th grade males reported never or rarely using a method of contraception.iii
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Pregnancy and Births
In Chippewa County in 2000, 8 teens aged 15-17 years old became pregnant, and 11 teens aged 18-19 years old became
pregnant.iv In total, 19 teens aged 15-19 years old became pregnant. The combined 1998-2000v pregnancy rate for 15-17 year
olds was 20.3, for 18-19 year olds was 96.7, and for 15-19 year olds was 42.1.vi
In 2000, there were 0 births to females under 15 years old in Chippewa, 5 births to 15-17 year olds, and 7 births to 18-19 year
olds. In total, there were 12 births to 15-19 year olds. The combined 1998-2000 birth rate for 15-17 year olds was 14.2, for
18-19 year olds was 76.3, and for 15-19 year olds was 32.vii
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STDs and HIV
In Chippewa County, 0 teens aged 15-19 years old were diagnosed with gonorrhea in 2000.viii 2 teens, aged 15-19 years old
were diagnosed with chlamydia in 2000.
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According to the 2001 Minnesota Student Survey, 64% of sexually active 9th grade females, 44% of 9th grade males, 62% of
12th grade females and 58% of 12th grade males reported they had spoken with every sexual partner about protecting
themselves from STDs. Also, 91% of sexually active 9th grade females, 75% of 9th grade males, 51% of 12th grade females
and 56% of 12th grade males reported using a condom at last intercourse.

Prenatal Care/Low Birth Weight
Adequate use of prenatal care services is good insurance for a healthy pregnancy, birth and baby. Teens in the United States
are less likely to get adequate prenatal care than adult women.ix Of those whose prenatal care use was reported to the
Minnesota Department of Health in 2000 in Chippewa County, 8% of pregnant women ages 15 to 19 received no care or did
not receive care until the third trimester (versus 1% of women ages 20-29 and 0% of women ages 30-39). Additionally, 0% of
births to teens ages 15 to 19 in 2000 resulted in infants who were reported as low birth weight (versus 2% of births to women
ages 20-29 years old and 5% of women ages 30-39).x It should be noted that the association between maternal biological age
and low birth weight can sometimes be very strong, but the association does not appear to be causal. Low birth weight is
strongly associated with poverty; women who are childbearing as teens are more likely to be poor than women who wait until
their 20’s or 30’s to have children.xi

Public Assistance
While few teen parents in Minnesota and in the United States receive public assistance, families that began with a teen giving
birth are more likely to be on public assistance than those who first gave birth between 20 and 24 years of age.xii Additionally,
women who start childbearing in their teen years and who start on public assistance at any time are likely to remain on it
longer.xiii As of December, 2001, 37 MFIP (Minnesota Family Investment Program) families, or 58% of all families
receiving MFIP in Chippewa County, began with a teen giving birth.xiv
The Minnesota Organization on Adolescent Pregnancy, Prevention and Parenting is a statewide membership organization which
provides a newsletter, an annual conference, regional trainings, public policy information, and the InfoExchange, a clearinghouse
of information on issues relating to teenage pregnancy prevention and teenage parenting. MOAPPP’s mission is to strengthen
policies and programming related to adolescent pregnancy, prevention and parenting in Minnesota.
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